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GENERAL STUDIES (PAPER – I)
Time Allowed : Three Hours

Maximum Marks : 250

QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
(Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions)
There are TWENTY-FIVE questions printed both in HINDI and ENGLISH.
All questions are compulsory.
Answer must be written in the medium authorized in the Admission Certificate which must be stated
clearly on the cover of this Question-cum-Answer (QCA) Booklet in the space provided. No marks will be
given for answers written in medium other than the authorized one.
Any page of portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be clearly struck
off.
Answer questions in NOT MORE than the word limit specified for each in the parenthesis. Content of the
answer is more important than its length.

Question 1: To what extent the essence of the two later Vedic literature Brahmans and the
Upanishads are different from each other? Discuss.

Question 2: Composite culture has never been an institutionalized movement, but a phenomenon
that develops out of the interaction in the everyday life, and in the common religious practices of
Hindu and Muslim communities. Explain

Question 3: Akbar and his successors brought revolutionary changes to painting and sensual
illustrations. Discuss

Question 4: The socio-religious awakening in India in 18th and 19th century was the result of the
British colonialism. Comment
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Question 5: Discuss the trends of the labor movements in pre independence era. To what extent the
labor movement influenced the national movement in India?

Question 6: While the British government utilized the Cripps Mission as an evidence of its liberal
colonial policy Mahatama Gandhi termed it as a “Post Dated Cheque”. Discuss

Question 7: "The British, or rather the East India Company, are the masters of India because it is the
fatal destiny of Asian empires to subject themselves to the Europeans." Critically analyze.

Question 8: “Whereas in the past, famine had been a regional phenomenon, under this British
policy food became scarce throughout the country, hitting the poorest in a devastating manner”.
Discuss

Question 9: The rapid unification of India is certainly Sardar Patel's greatest achievement. But we
must not forget the considerable role played by the existence of or at least the potential presence
of mass pressures.

Question 10: In what ways was Napoleon Bonaparte, "The Son of the Revolution"; what was his
legacy?

Question 11: “Italy as a nation is the legacy and lifework of Cavour”. Estimate this statement in the
light of unification of Italy.
Question 12: The main aim of the foreign policy of Bismarck after unification of Germany was “to
make France friendless”. Elaborate
Question 13: Sex identity cannot be based on a mere biological test but must take into account the
individual’s psyche. Explain
Question 14: What is the current status of Women Reservation Bill in the parliament? What are the
hurdles that the Bill is facing currently? When the Women Reservation can be extended to the local
bodies and Panchyati Raj institutions, why do you think that it is being difficult to implement the
same at the state and the central levels?
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Question 15: For estimation of poverty and to formulate appropriate interventions, SECC (Socio
Economic Caste Census) and NSS (National Sample Survey) data-based estimates have different
purposes. Discuss.
Question 16: Economic growth is a necessary but not sufficient condition of economic development.
Discuss
Question 17: Do you agree that India has not paid systematic attention to urbanization so far?
Question 18: The current era of globalization, with its unprecedented acceleration and intensification
in the global flows of capital, labour, and information, is having a homogenizing influence on local
culture. Comment
Question 19: For a plural society like India, fundamentalism is far more dangerous than communalism.
Comment
Question 20: Explain the fact that majority of the world’s most arid areas lie between 15° and 30°
North or South of the equator.
Question 21: Discuss the distribution and rise of megacities in developing countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America.
Question 22: Nuclear energy’s share of global power production has declined steadily from a peak of
17.6 percent in 1996 to 10.8 percent in 2013. Explain
Question 23: Discuss the reasons for the long history of earthquakes and seismic activity in Japan.
Question 24: Discuss the global threats for the coral reef ecosystems.
Question 25: Discuss the relationship and impact of climate change on storms, hurricanes and tropical
storms.
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